
Coffee with Bob and Maire 

Two Perspectives. One Conversation. A Better 
Understanding of Thailand. 
By Bob   & Maire​
 The Practical Expat Thailand 

 

Introduction 
Some of the best conversations I've ever had about Thailand didn't happen in an office. 

They didn't happen at immigration. 

They didn't happen during a seminar. 

They happened over a cup of coffee. 

One person asking questions. 

The other offering a different perspective. 

Sometimes we agreed. 

Sometimes we didn't. 

But every conversation ended the same way. 

We both understood each other a little better. 

That is exactly how Coffee with Bob and Maire began. 

It isn't a debate. 

It isn't an interview. 

It isn't about proving who is right. 



It's about two people from different cultures sitting down together to discuss the questions 
almost every foreigner asks—and many Thai people wonder about too. 

Bob brings the perspective of someone who chose Thailand as his home. 

Maire brings the perspective of someone who has called Thailand home her entire life. 

Together, we hope those conversations help readers understand both cultures more deeply. 

Because the best conversations don't produce winners. 

They produce understanding. 

 

How the Idea Started 
People often tell me, 

"I wish I could ask a Thai person what they really think." 

Thai people sometimes tell Maire, 

"I wish I understood why foreigners do that." 

We realized something. 

Everyone has questions. 

Very few people have a safe place to ask them honestly. 

Coffee with Bob and Maire became that place. 

Imagine sitting at a quiet coffee shop. 

No cameras. 

No arguments. 

No social media comments. 

Just two friends talking honestly about life in Thailand. 

That's what we want every article to feel like. 

 



Why Coffee? 
Coffee slows people down. 

Nobody rushes through a good conversation over coffee. 

It encourages listening. 

It encourages curiosity. 

It allows people to ask, 

"Help me understand." 

Instead of, 

"Let me tell you why you're wrong." 

That is exactly the tone we want. 

Our goal isn't to win debates. 

It's to understand one another. 

 

Two Different Perspectives 
One of the strengths of this series is that neither of us sees Thailand in exactly the same way. 

Bob remembers arriving for the first time. 

Everything was new. 

Everything required learning. 

Opening a bank account. 

Applying for visas. 

Finding a place to live. 

Learning Thai customs. 

Building friendships. 



Those first experiences are still fresh enough to remember how confusing they felt. 

Maire has never experienced Thailand as a foreigner. 

Instead, she explains why Thai people react the way they do. 

Why certain traditions matter. 

Why patience is respected. 

Why family is central to daily life. 

Why communication often sounds indirect to Western ears. 

Neither perspective is complete by itself. 

Together they create a fuller picture. 

 

Questions Worth Talking About 
Some conversations begin with practical questions. 

"Can foreigners really retire comfortably in Thailand?" 

"Why do visas seem so confusing?" 

"Which city would you choose?" 

Others begin with culture. 

"Why don't Thai people say no?" 

"Why is saving face so important?" 

"Why do Thai families stay so close?" 

Some begin with relationships. 

"How do Thai people view dating?" 

"What causes misunderstandings between Thai and Western couples?" 

"What do Thai people wish foreigners understood?" 



The topic changes. 

The goal never does. 

Understanding. 

 

We Don't Always Agree 
One thing readers may notice is that Bob and I don't always reach the same conclusion. 

That's intentional. 

Life isn't always black and white. 

For example: 

Bob may describe something that frustrated him during his first year. 

I may explain why Thai people viewed the same situation completely differently. 

Neither experience is wrong. 

Both are real. 

Those moments often become the most valuable conversations because they remind us that 
two honest people can see the same event very differently. 

 

Asking Better Questions 
Many discussions about Thailand begin with the wrong question. 

Instead of asking, 

"Why do Thai people do this?" 

Perhaps ask, 

"What problem is this tradition trying to solve?" 

Instead of asking, 



"Why don't foreigners understand?" 

Ask, 

"Have we explained it clearly?" 

Changing the question often changes the answer. 

That's something we hope readers discover throughout this series. 

 

Respect Before Opinion 
Social media has taught many people to argue first and listen later. 

We want to reverse that. 

Coffee with Bob and Maire isn't about proving someone wrong. 

It's about respecting another person's experience long enough to understand it. 

Respect doesn't require agreement. 

It requires curiosity. 

When people begin with respect, conversations become much more productive. 

 

Topics We'll Explore 
Over time, we'll discuss subjects such as: 

●​ Choosing the right place to live 
●​ Thai family values 
●​ Healthcare expectations 
●​ Retirement realities 
●​ Dating across cultures 
●​ Everyday etiquette 
●​ Food and dining customs 
●​ Money and responsibility 
●​ Religion and Buddhism 



●​ Raising children in Thailand 
●​ Learning the Thai language 
●​ Making Thai friends 
●​ Why some expats thrive while others struggle 

Some conversations will be serious. 

Some will be funny. 

Some may even change your mind. 

 

Why This Series Matters 
Information is everywhere. 

Understanding is much harder to find. 

You can read government websites about visas. 

You can compare housing prices. 

You can calculate retirement budgets. 

Those things are important. 

But they don't explain why your Thai neighbour smiles the way they do. 

They don't explain why your partner reacts differently than you expected. 

They don't explain why certain customs have existed for generations. 

Understanding people requires conversation. 

That is what this series is about. 

 

An Invitation to Join Us 
Imagine pulling up a chair. 

The coffee has arrived. 



The phones are put away. 

Nobody is in a hurry. 

Now imagine asking the questions you've always wondered about. 

We'll do our best to answer them honestly. 

Not as experts who know everything. 

But as two people who genuinely enjoy learning from each other. 

If our conversations help you better understand Thailand—or help Thai readers better 
understand foreigners—then every cup of coffee has been worthwhile. 

 

Final Thoughts 
Thailand isn't simply a place. 

It's millions of people. 

Millions of stories. 

Millions of different experiences. 

No single person can explain all of it. 

But perhaps two friends, sitting over coffee, can help explain a little more than one person 
alone. 

That's the heart of Coffee with Bob and Maire. 

Real conversations. 

Different perspectives. 

Shared respect. 

And hopefully, a better understanding of the country we both love. 

So, grab a cup of coffee and join us. 

There's always another conversation waiting. 



 

Coming Soon in the Coffee with Bob and Maire Series 
●​ Why Did You Move to Thailand? 
●​ What Shocked You Most About Each Other's Culture? 
●​ What Does "Home" Mean to You? 
●​ Can Foreigners Ever Truly Become Thai? 
●​ Why Do Thai People Smile So Much? 
●​ Is Thailand Changing? 
●​ What Foreigners Get Right About Thailand 
●​ What Thai People Admire About Foreigners 
●​ Dating Across Two Cultures 
●​ If You Were Moving Here Tomorrow, What Advice Would You Give? 

Coffee with Bob and Maire 

Two Perspectives. One Conversation. Better Decisions for Life in Thailand. 
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